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“FROM THE CRADLE TO THE SUFFERING” 
  

No matter what the space of time between Christmas and 
Ash Wednesday, it is always too soon, at least for those of 
us who have newsletter and church deadlines. ASH 
WEDNESDAY IS FEBRUARY 17!  
  
In less than a month we will be gathering to worship in 
anticipation of the Good Friday/Easter events. I am looking 
forward to the Lenten Season, because we have five 
talented people who have agreed to do monologues each 
Wednesday night of Lent. There are other talented people 
too who could do these parts.  
 
The theme this year is ―At the Cross with Jesus‖ by Carl B. 
Rife and Harold D. Shaffer. The monologues will be given 
from the perspective of Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother 
of Jesus, and the disciples including Judas, Peter and 
John. At the afternoon services in the Chapel, either the 
persons giving the evening monologues or Pastor Randy 
or I will give the readings.  
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FROM THE PASTOR continued … 

 

At the evening services, I am working with Karin Oelzen, Director of Christian 
Education and the Senior Youth Advisors to have the youth of the church serve as 
liturgists and ushers.  
  
The impact of making the annual journey with Christ through His trials and 
sufferings, is profound because we see more clearly the amazing love of God that 
God has for the WHOLE WORLD. Let me encourage you to participate as often as 
possible in worship on Sundays and Wednesdays so that your personal, as well as 
our corporate, experience during this Holy Season will be edifying for everyone.  
  
Our Wednesday services are also a great time to invite others to come to worship 
with you and this will introduce them to our Immanuel Church Family. We will have 
a light meal served each Wednesday evening before worship so that you do not 
have to go home and cook! 
  
May God bless each of you! 
 
In Christian Love, 

Pastor Tom 

                                 
 
 

STAYING CONNECTED TO THE WIDER CHURCH 
 
Last year, the Missouri Mid-South Conference discontinued our long-running newspaper 
The Courier.  In its place, we now publish a weekly email newsletter called The eCourier.  
We invite you to join our mailing list by emailing a request to mms@mmsucc.org.  If you 
are unable to receive email, then you can still stay in touch – each church office and 
pastor receives our weekly newsletter which they may distribute to you.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Leslie Evans in the MMS office at 314-918-2605 

Leslie Evans, Director of Communications Missouri Mid-South Conference

mailto:mms@mmsucc.org


FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR  
 
The excitement of the February Follies is rising!  This will be my first opportunity to 
experience the fun.  This is a show with history and we have pictures to prove it.  In fact, a 
trip to the church library in the education building or the Archives in the reception room 
may allow us to look upon these events of the past.  Even as we watch new acts on 
February 6, we will also be remembering what took place before. 
 
That is why repeating things that have been done in the past allows for a double blessing.  
First is the blessing of the present.  What we do now makes such an important difference.  
The results are fun, or they help others, or they help us to grow.  When it is repeated, we 
get to build off what went before and our actions connect us.  A Double blessing! 
 
Like the February Follies, the Bethel Bible Series is for Immanuel not a new activity.  
However, our present class of 27 students is repeating an important step taken by our 
church before.  This new group of potential teachers reminds us of the 30 people who first 
took the class here at Immanuel back in the 1980’s.  Names like Waterman, Prater, 
Reinert, O’Guin, Shinn and Turner just to name a few from that class are a part of our 
memories and it gives all of us a deep sense of appreciation for what is happening now 
with this new class with names like Bill, Lytle, Bollinger and Leber just to name a few (see 
full list in this issue.) 
 
Now with our Enlisting in Ministry sheets being filled out by all of you (have you filled out 
one for this year yet?) we can build upon the mission outreach, the learning, and the 
fellowship that has been a part of the church all these years.  What we do now is so very 
important.  As we get involved, stay involved and repeat the wonderful acts of Christian 
love and service, we honor those who have gone on before us while we do important 
things today.   
 
As we enter Lent once again we ritually repeat what has happened many times before.  
Some have memories of experiences of the past and we all will receive the gift of what we 
will experience this time around.  Through the special worship services, our special 
generosity in the Lenten offerings that will go to our budgeted Missions, and our reflections 
in this special season of preparation for Easter we will again encounter God at work in our 
lives.  Even as it is filled with lots of memories, there is a new awareness to the experience 
of our journey to the cross and into resurrection. 
 
Whether it’s the Follies or whatever unfolds in the coming weeks, the future is brightened 
by the past! 
 
In Christ’s Love,   

Pastor Randy 
 

 



BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINUTES - January 5, 2010 
 
Average Sunday School attendance for December was 51.5 with only 2 actual weeks in 
attendance.  Plans are underway for a summer musical under the direction of Carolyn 
Rock. Rally Day this year will be August 22, 2010.  Our Bethel Bible study will start 
January 6th  with approximately 27 participants.  
 
Budget for 2010 was voted on and approved.  Installation of Board and Council members 
will be Sunday January 10, 2010.  
 
Our Crib & Toddler Room is looking for a couple of glider rockers, so if there is anyone out 
there that is looking to donate we would love to have them.  Thanks to Phyllis Martinez for 
her donation of one.   
 
The youth are really a busy group with the brunch being a great success with 12 youth 
helping out.  The next scheduled Restaurant is January 24th. Super Bowl snacks are on 
the agenda for February 6th,  overnighter with St. John's & Emmanuel UCC on January 8-
9, Chucky's  Day , Jr. High Ice Skating January 16th.  February Follies is soon approaching 
on February 6th so get your acts together! 
 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, February 2, 2010. 
 
Prayerfully submitted, 

Brenda Bogdajewicz  
 

 

SENIOR HIGH RESTAURANTS ARE BACK! 
 

The Senior High Youth Group continue to have their monthly fundraising luncheons again 
this year.  The remaining dates and menus have been selected (see below) and we hope 
that everyone will continue to join us in the Reception Room, that’s right—the Church 
Basement, for a delicious meal and fun fellowship immediately following second service.  
As always the Senior High Restaurant DOESN’T require a reservation and a free will 
offering is collected to help with the costs of our local mission work and summer trip.  We 
hope to see you there! 
 
Remaining Dates and Menu’s: 
February 28th  Baked Potato Bar 
March 28th  Finger Foods 
April 25th  Mystery Dinner



MUSIC MINISTRY NEWS 
 

February 2010  Rehearsal Schedule 
    Singers & Ringers Mark your calendars!! 

 
Womenôs Chorus Thursday, February 4, 7–7:30 p.m.–Reception Room 
Sanctuary Choir  Thursday, February 4, 7:30–9 p.m.–Reception Room 
Sanctuary Choir Thursdays, February 11,18 & 25, 7–8 p.m.–Reception Room 
Cantata Rehearsals Thursdays, February 11,18 & 25, 8–9 p.m.–Reception Room 
Crescendo Ringers Wednesdays, February 3 & 10, 7:30–8:30 p.m.–Music Room 
Crescendo Ringers Wednesdays, February 17 & 24, 8:15–9 p.m.–Music Room  
Sunday School Singers Sundays 9:30–10 a.m.–Music Room 
Cherub Choir  Sundays, February 14 & 28–during Sunday School 

 
All adult choirs, please take note and mark your calendars accordingly to the rehearsal 
schedule changes above.  These are due to the beginning of Lenten services and the 
spring cantata. 
 
Yes, the choir will once again present a spring cantata.  It will be on the Sunday following 
Easter, April 11 at both worship services.  If you would like to sing with the choir and 
cannot make the every week commitment to do so, please come join us for the cantata 
rehearsals.  Please let me know in advance of your interest so I can order enough music. 
 
Also, in April, the church orchestra will play for worship on Sunday, April 25.  I’m giving all 
of you plenty of time to get out that old instrument with broken strings or worn-out reeds 
and get it all ready to play once again.  We can always use more string, brass and 
woodwinds!  The music is not difficult and we only have 2 rehearsals prior to performance 
so it’s not a big time commitment either.  There will be more information in the March 
newsletter plus previous participants will receive a letter next month. 
  
Before we get to Lent, we have the all-church February Follies and you may or may not be 
happy to know that we have several musical events in the follies.  The Men’s Chorus will 
perform as will a women’s barbershop group.  If you are not participating in the follies, I 
hope you will come and enjoy an evening of fun and frivolity! 
 

All the earth sing praise, sing praise to God alone. 
Songs of joy be lifted.  Alleluia. 

                                                                    - Vivaldi 
 

Carolyn Rock, Minister of Music 



REPORT FROM THE JANUARY CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
By Pastor Tom 

 

The Council met January 12, 2010 and reviewed the financial reports for the year 2009. 
Overall the reports were very good considering the economic conditions that affect all of 
us. Our total income for the General Fund including Budgeted benevolences income such 
as Lenten offerings, Easter, Christmas offerings, Lenten and Advent denial folders and 
specific donations to benevolences TOTALED $642,496.  Our total expenses for the year, 
general and budgeted benevolences totaled $653,555 which was a shortfall of $11,059. 
We were able to survive that difference by having started the year 2009 with a surplus. 
  
Even with this situation we under spent the budget by$16,703! All in all it was not a bad 
year, but we do not have that overage in 2010 that we had in 2009.  
  
MY CONCLUSION TO THIS IS THAT EVERY MEMBERS CONTRIBUTION IS CRITIAL 
TO OUR MAKING BUDGET. IF YOU ARE A MEMBER OF IMMANUEL AND YOU DO 
NOT CONTRIBUTE SOMETHING TO THE WORK AND MISSION OF THE CHURCH, 
YOU ARE ESSENTIALLY VOTING TO CLOSE THE CHURCH SOMETIME IN OUR 
LIFETIME. 
  
Other items that were reported to the Council were some maintenance issues. The bell 
tower has been repaired (we were having a leaking problem) and then we had to repair 
the wall in the balcony which has been done. Patrice Picaud repaired the bell tower and 
Bill Reape did the drywall and painting. 
  
We are waiting for the weather to improve so that we can do the sewer repair off the 
sanctuary building. We also have a foundation leak in the sanctuary building which should 
be completed by the time you receive this article. Just a reminder that our Building & 
Capital Improvement Fund envelopes help to cover these expenses, so it you are able to 
make an additional contribution to this fund, it would be greatly appreciated.  
  
Our Enlisting in Ministry Forms will be handed out January 17. If you go on line and pull up 
our website, you can print one of these forms, fill it out and return it to the church. 
  
The Church Council, Board of Christine Education and the Staff will have a retreat on 
February 20 in the Reception Room from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. This was rescheduled 
from the January date. 
 

                   



A NOTE FROM OUR PARISH NURSE 
 

Healing Is: 
A lifelong journey into wholeness 

Seeking harmony and balance in oneôs own life, 
in family, community, and global relations 

An instant of transcendenceðabove and beyond self 
Embracing what is most feared 

Opening what has been closed, softening what has been hardened into obstruction 
Creativity and passion and love 

Seeking and expressing self in its fullness; 
its light and shadow, its male and female 

Remembering what has been forgotten about connection, and unity, 
and interdependence among all things living and nonliving 

Learning to trust life 
                                                                 Jeanne Achterberg, Rituals of Healing 

 
Healing can happen in a number of ways.  There is the healing that takes place when you 
may have a cold and your natural ability to heal takes over.  This is an example of how 
wondrous God has made our bodies to possess an ability to heal self. 
 
Another way of healing is when you need medical interventions such as antibiotics or a 
surgical procedure to heal an injury or disease. 
 
Healing of the spirit is a far more intricate type of healing.  It takes prayer and inner 
searching to look to God and to depend only on Him.  Spiritual healing often depends on 
forgiveness and recognizing your true meaning of being. 
 
Lastly the final healing is through the process of death. 

 
Wondrous and loving God, touch my heart with hope, 

touch my soul with peace, 
and touch my body with the warmth of Your healing presence.  

Grant me the courage to face the future, 
insight to understand lifeôs trials, 

and the comfort of those who care about me 
as I reach for Your loving hands 

Amen. 
 
Peace and Love, 

Linda    
 



A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 
As we discussed the happenings in Sunday School at our last meeting an interesting topic 
came up.  We had a good discussion around the children’s offering envelopes and just 
how often they are used.  Several of us around the table were parents of children currently 
in the Sunday School and shared our varying degrees of success in remembering the 
small envelopes each week.  We generally try but have discovered stashes of them in 
diaper bags and car seats and coat pockets over the years.  Those envelopes do get 
turned in just maybe not the week we had planned on it.  Many of us shared that it is 
sometimes a bit hit or miss with the envelopes at all.  We get to church without one and 
then simply give our children their quarters and dollars to put directly in the offering plate.   
 
This seems to be a minor issue but in reality the offering from the children, in or out of 
envelopes, is a very important thing.  First it teaches the children at a very young age the 
importance of sharing our blessings with others.  No matter how small the gift in the 
offering plate, it is a gift to be used for God’s work.   
 
Which brings me to our final discussion topic of the meeting.  God’s work.  The offering 
money the children bring each week is doing God’s work.  Right now the first $250-$300 
dollars we receive this year will go toward supporting our Philippine Scholar, Evelyn Opo.  
She is in college right now and this scholarship ensures that she will be able to complete 
her education.  And that education will help her to earn a living that will provide for Evelyn 
and her family.  Something not many Filipinos living in poverty are able to dream of. 
 
So we are wanting to remind parents, grandparents, any person bringing a child to Sunday 
School, while it may seem small, that gift of fifty cents or a dollar in the offering plate will 
truly be important to a young person looking to make a difference in the world.  It will also 
make a difference to our children, learning that giving to church is something we do with 
joy because we know that God’s work is so important. 
 
In Christian love, 

Karin Oelzen 

                                 



YOUTH CALENDAR 
 

Confirmation Level 1 & 2 
Weekly meetings this month immediately following church in Room 116 for first year 

and Room 202 for second year students. 
 

Junior High (Grades 6-8) 
Saturday, February 27, 2010 February Fun 6:00-9:00 p.m. 
Meet at John and Pam Viehmannôs home for an evening of fun and fellowship.  There will be LOTS 
of video games, board games and hang out time.  This is an opportunity for parents to come and 
meet each other as well.  Families are welcome to join their youth for this event.  There is no cost 

but please bring a snack to share.  Directions were included with the permission slip. 
 

Senior High (Grades 9-12) 
Thursday, February 4, 2010  Shopping for Snacks Overnighter  6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Meet at Immanuel and we will carpool to the grocery store and possibly Samôs Club 
to purchase the supplies for our Super Bowl Snacks and the February Follies Concession Stand.  

Many hands make light work! 
 

Friday, February 5, 2010     Super Bowl Snacks Overnighter       7:00 p.m. 
We will meet at 7:00 p.m. and begin making the snacks for our Super Bowl fundraiser. 

After that we will prep the concession stand for February Follies.  We will rehearse our skit and 
have some general fun.  The overnighter ends at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday. 

 

Saturday, February 6, 2010             February Follies   6:30 p.m. 
Plan to participate in the skit for the Follies. 

 Further information will be announced regarding the Follies. 
 

Sunday, February  7, 2010   Distribute Super Bowl Snacks   9:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
Be in the Fellowship Hall kitchen to distribute Super Bowl snacks to our members. 

 

Thursday, February 11, 2010        Youth Group       6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Meet in the Youth Room to go over final plans for CYE and have a time of fellowship and devotion. 

 

Saturday, February 13-Monday, February 15, 2010 Conference Youth Event 
Those attending CYE will have additional information regarding meeting, 

departure and return times. 
 

Thursday, February 18, 2010         Youth Group                 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Meet in the Youth Room for a time of fellowship and devotion. 

 

Thursday, February 25, 2010         Youth Group                 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Meet in the Youth Room for a time of fellowship and devotion. 

 

Sunday, February 28, 2010 Senior High Restaurant      9:00 a.m. 
Meet in the Fellowship Hall kitchen to prep, serve and clean up the fundraising luncheon. 



 

 

 
LECTIONARY 
 

February 7, 2010 
Fifth Sunday After The Epiphany 
Color:  Green 
First Lesson: Isaiah 6:1-8, (9-13) 
Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
Gospel Lesson:  Luke 5:1-11 

 
February 14, 2010 
Last Sunday After The Epiphany 
Color:  White 
First Lesson: Exodus 34:29-35 
Second Lesson: 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 
Gospel Lesson: Luke 9:28-36, (37-43) 
 
February 21, 2010 
First Sunday In Lent 
Color:  Violet 
First Lesson: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
Second Lesson: Romans 10:8b-13 

Gospel Lesson: Luke 4:1-13 
 
February 28, 2010 
Second Sunday In Lent 
Color:   Violet 
First Lesson: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
Second Lesson: Philippians 3:17-4:1 
Gospel Lesson:  Luke 13:31-35 
 

 

 
LAY READERS 

 

Sunday, February 7, 2010      
  8:30 a.m. Carol Aszman  
10:00 a.m. Joyce Holland 
 
Sunday, February 14, 2010     
  8:30 a.m. Belinda Lanfer 
10:00 a.m. Mallory Duncan 
 
Sunday, February 21, 2010        
  8:30 a.m. Krescene Schneider-Beck 
10:00 a.m. Kim Lytle 
 
Sunday, February 28, 2010       
  8:30 a.m. Jerry Weismiller 
10:00 a.m. Keith Wogtech 
 

 
 

ACOLYTES 
 

Sunday, February 7, 2010 
Cam Viehmann & Ryan Boatright 
 
Sunday, February 14, 2010 
Desmond Jason & Rex Haynes 
 
Sunday, February 21, 2010 
Melissa Lukes & Melesa Viehmann 
 
Sunday, February 28, 2010 
Kaitlyn Farnsworth & Ellie Preis 
 
 
 
 



 

 
GREETERS 

 

Sunday, February 7, 2010 
  8:30 a.m.  George & Paula Hildebrand 
10:00 a.m.  Carol Shinn & Sandy Morello  
 
Sunday, February 14, 2010     
  8:30 a.m.  Noel & Ida Cookson  
10:00 a.m.  Larry & Sandy Priem 
 
Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2010       
  1:30 p.m.  Marian Pohlmann & Marion Cross 
  7:00 p.m.  Scott & Karin Oelzen 
 
Sunday, February 21, 2010 
  8:30 a.m.  Bob & MaryBeth Stith 
10:00 a.m.  George & Barb Krewson 
 
Wednesday, February 24, 2010 
  7:00 p.m.  Bob & Nancy Remmert 
 
Sunday, February 28, 2010 
  8:30 a.m.  Gary & Diana Schlueter 
10:00 a.m.  Darrell & Amy Harrelson 
 

 

FRONT DOOR EVANGELISM GREETERS 
 

February, 2010 
  8:30 a.m.   Denise Doggett & Laura Spurgeon 
10:00 a.m. Cathy Kalkbrenner 
 
 
 
 

 



 

ENLISTING IN MINISTRY 2010 
 

The Second phase of ―Be Part of A Miracle‖ Stewardship Campaign is a time to promise 
how we will use our time.  The form shows areas where we need extra help and also gives 
you a chance to tell us where you would be willing to serve.  You should have received an 
ENLISTING IN MINISTRY form by now.  The form is also available on our website at 
www.immanuelucc.org for you to fill out and return as soon as you are able.   

 
 
WHY DO I NEED TO FILL OUT A NEW FORM EACH YEAR?  We need to know if 

you are still interested in the jobs you are doing now.  Also, you may have new interests.  
More importantly, this is our chance to get new email addresses and for all of us to commit 
to working for the church.   
 
Please take the few minutes it takes to fill out this important form.  Be assured that if you 
sign-up, you will be contacted!  We need everyone’s help on committees, with special 
jobs, and helping support our ministries.  We look forward to hearing from you. 

 
 

HOLD IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS: 
   OUR BETHEL BIBLE STUDENTS 
 

During their intensive classes, study, quizzes and tests through the Bible! 
Karen Allen, Brad Beck, Todd & Amber Bill, Dwain Bollinger, Rose Bollinger, 

Bruce Davis, Juli Duncan, Tony & Marlene Wright, Paul & Joyce Holland, Keith Wogtech, 
John Leber, Marty Schuster, Sue Schuster (St. John’s UCC), 

Pam Patton (Church of the Master), Scott Oelzen, Beverly Orwig, Fran Panagos, 
Matt & Kim Lytle, Paul & Joanne Viehmann, Kurt Thies, Judi Kraft, and Jeanette Monnig. 

 
Your prayers, support, and encouragement are greatly appreciated! 

 
 

BROTHERS IN CHRIST - SAVE THE DATE 
     SATURDAY  FEBRUARY 27, 9AM 

 
Our second breakfast for the year will have a Lenten theme and give us a chance for 
some sharing and fellowship.  Location will be announced in the yellow bulletin inserts.  
We hope you will join us! 
 

http://www.immanuelucc.org/


 
 

MISSION OUTREACH ANNUAL REPORT 2009 
 
Blanket Sunday 
Total…………………….……………………………$2296.00 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing 
Total………………………………………….………$4195.50 
 
Neighbors in Need 
Total………………………………….………………$2996.00 
 
Strengthen the Church 
Total…………………………………..……………..$1210.00 
 
St. John’s UCC Backpacks 
Backpacks were purchased for 15 students.  The backpacks included several school 
outfits and $5.00 for school supplies 
 
Festival of Sharing 
Readin’ and Writin’ Pack – 42 ($630 value) 
Health Kits – 57 ($684 value) 
Student Dental Kits –27 ($243 value) 
Paper Products Kits – 22 ($308 value) 
Cash gifts - $1,185  
Total Value of All Gifts – $3050 
 
Meals on Wheels 
15 members of Immanuel were involved in delivering 5-10 meals, 5 days per week 
excluding holidays. 
 
Habitat for Humanity 
The St. Louis Area United Churches of Christ have sponsored and built 17 houses over 
the past 12 years.  Houses cost approximately $65,000 each to build. 
 
Room At The Inn 
Room At The Inn was held 5 times in 2009, providing food, shelter and fellowship for 
approximately 40 people. 
 
Lydia’s House 
Three (3) complete hot meals were served during 2009, feeding approximately 85 women 
and children. 



 
PAKT Toy Distribution for Christmas 
Toys and Games ..................................................... one car trunk full 
 
Food Pantry 
St. John’s UCC received: 
 Cash……………………………………………$3,493.00 
 Bags of food………………………………..….238 
  
PAKT received: 
 Cash…………………………………………….$3,290.50 
 Bags of food……………………………….…..171 
 
St. John’s UCC – Adoption of Families for Christmas 
Immanuel adopted 5 families totaling 16 persons.  Each person received several wrapped 
gifts from their wish lists, and each family received a food box containing complete 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner meals. 
 
Mittens and Socks taken to St. John’s 
Scarves ................................ 4 
Blanket ................................. 1 
Glove/hat set ........................ 6 
Gloves/mittens ...................... 67 
Hats ...................................... 41 
 
Ferguson Caring League Christmas Card Board 
The Christmas card bulletin board displayed 37 cards and proceeds totaled $426.00.  All 
monies went to the Ferguson Caring League. 
 
Evangelical Children’s Home 
$10 gift certificates ................ 50 
Food boxes assembled......... 59 (plus many additional food items for food pantry)  
 

 
The Mission Outreach Committee continues to be blessed with a church family 

that responds to the needs of others quickly and generously.  On behalf of those who 
receive our gifts of love and hope, thank you for your continued support. 



EASTER LILY ORDERS ARE BEING TAKEN! 
 
Our Senior High Youth Group is again offering Easter Lilies for sale (see order form in 
back of this Newsletter).  The plants are then used to decorate the Sanctuary on Easter 
Sunday and placed in Honor or in Memory of Loved Ones.  Your lily can be picked up after 
the 10 a.m. service or given to one of our homebound members.  Lilies are available at a 
cost of $ 8.50/each.  Please place your order form and check made payable to ―Immanuel 
Youth Fellowship‖ in the offering plate or give them to a Senior High youth.  Deadline to 
order is Sunday, March 14, 2010.  Thank you! 

 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY – February 17, 2010 
 
There will be two services of Worship this day – 1:30 p.m. in the Chapel of the Educational 
Building & 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be given at 
both services of worship as well as the Imposition of Ashes (optional).  Children’s Lenten 
activities are available for children 3 years old thru 5th grade, at 7:00 p.m. in the Christian 
Education Building, with childcare provided for infants thru 2 years of age.  There will be a 
family dinner at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Reservations are necessary for food-
planning purposes (see back of this newsletter). 

 

VALENTINE’S DAY WITH WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
   FEBRUARY 4TH  
 
Women’s Fellowship in February will begin at 10:00 a.m. (note new time) with Bible Study 
in the Chapel.  At 11:30 a.m. we will gather for lunch – please bring a sandwich; dessert 
and drinks will be provided.  Our program will consist of a lovely display of Valentines from 
years past as well as some Valentine Day stories from our members.  We then will be 
making (supplies will be provided and no talent is required), signing and addressing 
Valentines to our shut-in members, college students and military personnel.  If you have 
names and addresses for people please call Audrey Turner at 314-869-1144 or Carol 
Shinn at 314-831-8608.  EVERYONE IS INVITED TO JOIN IN THIS DAY OF FUN AND 
FELLOWSHIP AS WE SHARE OUR LOVE WITH THOSE WHO CAN’T BE WITH US!  
BABSITTING IS AVAILABLE – JUST LET US KNOW IF YOU NEED A BABSITTER.  
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!! 



WURSTMARKT 2009 
 
Wurstmarkt 2009 is history and we want to bring you up to date on the final results.  Once 
again the all-church project was a great success and the Brothers’ In Christ THANKS all of 
you who helped in so many ways.  We could not do it without YOU!!! 
Following are the results of Wurstmarkt 2009: 
Total served 1,934 
Receipts $21,237.00 
Expenses   8,625.00 
Total Profit $12,612.00 
The following disbursements were made: 
            Scholarships – Glenn Fox Fund $  7,650.00 
            Benevolent Fund 1,000.00 
            Senior High Youth Group 1,000.00 
            Christmas Gifts 650.00 
            UC Neighborhood Houses 500.00 
            Evangelical Children’s Home 500.00 
            Emmaus Homes 500.00 
            Junior High Youth Group           200.00 
            Total donations $12,000.00 
Mark your calendars:  Wurstmarkt – November 6, 2010. 
Hope to see you there!!!!                                                          
 

FEBRUARY FOLLIES!!!!! 
 
Mark your calendar for SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6th, 2010 when Immanuel will once 
again host the February Follies Variety Show, beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
of the Educational Building!  There will be songs, dances, skits, monologues, 
instrumentals and a lot of humor!  This promises to be a fun-filled evening of entertainment 
and laughs for the whole church family and their friends.  All proceeds will go toward 
Immanuel’s Budgeted Benevolence Fund.  Make plans now to attend! 

 

LEARN TO QUILT - DESPERATELY SEEKING QUILTERS !!! 
       FREE LESSONS !!! 
If you can thread a needle, you can quilt!  Come join us on Wednesdays from 9 a.m. – 2 
p.m. in Room 100 of the Educational Building.  Bring a Sandwich for your lunch.  Dessert 
weekly!    We welcome any ―new-comers‖, and you need not be a member of Immanuel 
Church!  For more information call the Church Office at 314-521-7324. 
 
 
 
 



PHOTO DIRECTORY! 
 
This article is an update on our photo directory for 2010 and important dates that everyone 
needs to put on their calendars.  We will begin signing up people at church on Sunday 
morning beginning Sunday, May 23 & May 30, June 6, 13, 20 and June 27th.  Sign ups will 
be before and after each service and between each service.  We will be taking photos and 
viewing them on July 28, 29 & 30 from 2:00-8:30 p.m. and Saturday, July 31 from 10:00 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m. and also on August 2, 3 & 4 from 2:00-8:30 p.m.  I will need people for 
the Sunday morning sign ups and also to work as a host on the days that the 
pictures are taken.  I will also need help with phone calls to folks that didn’t sign up 
on Sunday mornings.  I hope we can get as close as possible to all members having 
their pictures taken.  If college students can’t be here for a picture please send me one.  If 
any group is having an activity please take a picture and get it to me.  If we all work 
together we can really have a great directory!  Please call me regarding volunteering to 
help or with any questions.  Thank you! 

Marion Cross (314-524-0538) 

                                    
WANTED!!!  
 
If anyone has any kind of cards (Birthday, Anniversary, Christmas, Easter, Thinking of 
You, Sympathy, etc.) Marion Cross would like them.  She is working on a placemat project 
& uses the fronts of greeting cards to make them.  You can give them to Linda Ferber or 
the Church Office & we’ll make sure Marion receives them.  Thanks! 

 

 

WE NEED HELP TO LOWER OUR GAS BILL! 
 
After receiving our latest gas bill, we all need to try to work together to conserve our heat.  
I have the thermostats set at 66 degrees in all rooms of the Educational Building during 
the week.  If you have a meeting and need the heat higher, let me know and I will turn the 
heat up for the room you are meeting in, but please turn it back down when your meeting 
is over!  Also, please remember to close the room doors during your meeting (keeps the 
room warmer) and when you leave, to help keep the heat in the room and not in the 
hallway.  We are also keeping the doors by the elevator closed to keep the draft from the 
outside doors out of the hallways.  Thanks for your help! 

Debbie Bahr, Property & Grounds Manager 

 
 
 
 



THANK YOU’S 

                                   
 

Dear Immanuel United Church of Christ, 
On behalf of those we are called to serve and from the staff of Neighborhood Houses, I 
want to extend to you and yours a happy and joyous Holiday season.  I also want to thank 
you for your holiday gift of $2,500.  Your generous gift will work wonders this holiday 
season and in the coming year.  Many of our families do not have the financial resources 
to provide food and other basic necessities for their children.  Through your generosity, 
Neighborhood Houses can continue our 96-year tradition of offering care, support, and 
holiday cheer to these families in need.  You are an integral part of our mission.  As we 
count our blessings this holiday season, Neighborhood Houses counts you as one of our 
greatest blessings.  Your generous contribution will make it possible for us to continue to 
bring hope to those most in need.  The staff and Board of Directors join me in extending to 
you, all of the joys of the season. 
Sincerely, 

Darlene Y. Sowell, President & CEO UCNH 

 
Dear Immanuel, 
I have the privilege of serving on the Board of United Church Neighborhood Houses. 
I happened to be in the UCNH offices for a meeting when the check from Immanuel of 
$2,500 was received.  There was a notable gasp and sense of palpable glee of the 
magnitude of the gift.  Someone said, ―That’s Stephen Duncan’s church. He’s right over 
there.‖  I felt so proud as people hugged me and shook my hand.  We have been so 
generous as a congregation for so long that the years and numbers tend to run together or 
be taken for granted.  I can assure you, the people who are impacted by your gift do not 
take that for granted.  Quite simply, you change people’s lives.  What could be better?  
The kids from Neighborhood Houses do not have much.  Pastor Tom once said, ―It’s easy 
to make lemonade out of lemons.  It’s really hard when you don’t have the lemons.‖  
Thanks for giving the NH kids something to build on.  The poet reminds us ―Blessed are 
those who can give without remembering and receive without forgetting.‖  Trust me, the 
folks at Neighborhood Houses don’t forget. 

Stephen H. Duncan 
 
Dear Tom, 
Please express to all of your members our deep thanks for your and their support! As you 
know congregational support enables our low fee counseling.  A Very Merry Christmas! 
My very best to you, 

Dr. Dale Kuhn, Care & Counseling 

 
 



Dear Friends in Christ: 
Thank you for your generous gift(s) received during the months of July through October of 
$1,200 to support Chicago, United, and Eden Seminaries.  Your contribution will provide 
critical support for each seminary.  Thank you for making theological education a vital 
ministry of your congregation.  Chicago, United and Eden Seminaries provide a vital 
ministry in the United Church of Christ by training and equipping leaders for ministry with 
individuals, congregations, and in the wider world.  Each seminary strengthens the life of 
the church by enlivening critical reflection on faith, and supporting bold Christian 
discipleship.  Each school is a vibrant, caring, and challenging place in which to pursue 
theological education.  Chicago, United and Eden Seminaries strengthen our churches by 
providing lay theological education programs and continuing education for the leaders in 
our churches.  The seminaries bring greater vitality to our churches – in worship, in 
Christian education for all ages, and in providing meaningful justice and outreach 
ministries.  Thank you again for your support of the important ministry of Chicago, Eden, 
and United Seminaries. 
With gratitude, 

Kiely Todd Roska, Development Coordinator 

 
Dear Friends at Immanuel UCC, 
In addition to the 15 or so different faith traditions currently supporting Room at the Inn as 
night sites, allow me to add the wisdom of Confucius.  The Chinese thinker reportedly 
said, ñVirtue is not left to stand alone.  He who practices it will have neighbors.ò  It is a 
reassuring thought to know that when we practice virtue, when we follow God’s commands 
to love one another, we are part of a community of neighbors.  Room at the Inn is a 
community, and Immanuel UCC is a very important part.  You play your integral role every 
time you host our clients with care and compassion.  And you help even more when you 
send gifts, like the contribution of $200, which we received on December 1, 2009.  Room 
at the Inn is part of an inter-dependent, thriving, caring community.  We thank you for 
supporting us and joining us.  May God bless your congregation. 
In God’s Providence, 

Joann Nowak, OSF Program Director 
 
Dear Congregation, 
Once again you have truly been a blessing to our parents and children.  This year there 
was an even greater need for the food baskets as many of our families are really 
struggling to make ends meet.  Many of our parents had tears in their eyes when they 
received the baskets.  One parent stated that she was worried and did not know how she 
was going to prepare dinner for herself and her two children.  Because of your generous 
giving, every family was given a basket!  Thanks to all of you for being there for ECH Early 
Education families.  
Sincerely, 

Ruby L. Poindexter, Director, Every Child's Hope Early Education Center 
 

 

 

 

 
 



Dear Pastor Higgins, 
Thank you for your gift of $10,000.  Your gift has made it possible for the children of ECH 
Every Child’s Hope have a Christmas that offers joy, happiness, goodwill and a steady 
family.  The staff works tirelessly to help each child we serve find the thing they need the 
most during the holiday season and throughout the year.  They give the children and their 
families hope for a better future and all the joy, happiness and goodwill that come from 
being healthy both mentally and spiritually.  For some of the children, they find their hope 
quickly in a safe environment.  Others, however, may struggle and need more support.  
Either way, your gift helps the staff take the time needed to find the key for each child to 
be successful.  Than you for your support in helping the children this holiday season and 
throughout the new year.  Thanks again for this wonderful gift; we are so appreciative of 
your support! 
Sincerely, 

Michael P. Brennan, Executive Director ECH 
 

Thank You Immanuel -  from the ECH families who received food boxes: 
"I want to thank you for my gift basket that was filled with love from your family to mine.  I 
really appreciated your thoughtfulness and kindness in this holiday season.  From my 
family to yours, I want to thank you again for helping out those in need." 
  
"This is a little note to express my family's gratitude for all of the items we received in our 
tote.  It was an unexpected treat, and very much appreciated." 
  
"I would like to thank you for the gift box of food that was donated.  Words cannot express 
how I felt when I saw the box, and even more so once I began to open it.  What you have 
done for my family and myself was much needed.  May God continue to bless you and 
your family abundantly!" 
 
 Dear Rev. Higgins, 
On behalf of all of us at Care and Counseling, I’d like to extend our deepest appreciation 
for your gift of $600 toward the 2009 Annual Appeal.  With contributions like yours we are 
able to offer professional counseling services on a sliding-scale basis to adults, children 
and families in need in the St. Louis metropolitan area.  Care and Counseling reaches out 
to the local community by providing services at 7 locations, serving more than 1,200 
families each year in both Missouri and Illinois.  We provide counseling, training for clergy 
and lay caregivers, consultation services for congregations and judicatories, and 
preventive educational opportunities for families and individuals in the community.  Thank 
you for your gift today that helps support all we do in the quest for healing the mind, body, 
heart and spirit.  In these economic times, it is encouraging to know that the giving spirit 
has not disappeared.  We welcome you as an essential part of our caring ministry at Care 
and Counseling. 
Sincerely, 

Christine L. Vancil, CFRE Director of Marketing & Development 

 



Immanuel, 
Wishing you every little joy of the season. Thank you so much for the delicious cookies! 
Merry Christmas to you all and may God Bless you! 

Kit Cross (and Memphis the dog!) 
 
Pastor Tom, 
We were blessed to have family and friends at the hospital during Dee’s surgery. It was 
great that you were there until her surgery was over. She is going through chemo now for 
six months, other than losing her hair she is doing fine. We want to thank everyone for 
their thoughts and prayers. 

Gil Peterson 
 
Dear Immanuel, 
Thank you Lord for writing upon so many wonderful hearts to bless others through our 
special program, Adopt-A-Family.  All 48 families were truly blessed.  There were many 
other families that were blessed through the toys, extra food, and clothing donated.  Many 
families were touched through your generosity.  The love of Christ poured out upon us 
through you was felt by many.  Please continue to smile upon your children Lord, and help 
us all to stay on the paths of righteousness so we may be a blessing to those in need of 
one.  Remember to include us in your prayers when you talk with our loving Father. 
In God's Grace and Mercy, 

 Johnniest B. Henry & Walter V. Fraction, Jr., St. John's UCC Community Services 
 

What a wonderful year Community Services Ministry has had.  The volunteers were you 
our neighbors, local churches and Urban Mission.  A few updates to our facility included: 
floor clothing racks to wall mounted ones, painting, fixed shelves, yard work and sorted 
school and Christmas items.  This is a small list of what was witnessed at our place.  Your 
support through food, socks, money, clothing, winter gear and your prayers are 
appreciated.  In 2010 we will be celebrating 30 years of the mission God has wanted us to 
do.  Plans are underway for an event later this year.  We will keep you posted.  Thank you 
for your continued support! 
Friends through Christ & Friends for Life, 

,ÙÚȭɯ)ÖÏÕÕÐÌÚÛɯ'ÌÕÙàȮɯ#ÐÙÌÊÛÖÙɯ2Ûȭɯ)ÖÏÕɀÚɯ4""ɯ"ÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯ2ÌÙÝÐÊÌs 
 
Dear Prayer Shawl Ladies, 
Thank you so much for the beautiful prayer shawl I received from Krescene Beck.  It is so 
warm and is a reminder that it is a gift of God’s love that I have received it.  Although 
we’ve never met, I am grateful for your prayers as I continue to struggle with my daily pain. 
Sincerely, 

Diane Jacober



                               

WEDDINGS 
 
Date: December 26, 2009 by Rev. Russell Viehmann 
Groom: John Dennis Schmied of Ballwin MO 
Bride: Julia Eileen Legg of Ballwin MO 
Service: Residence of Becky Passanante (Bride’s Sister) 
Attendants: Dennis Schmied 
 Hillary Smith 

 
FUNERALS 

 
ROBERT E. WILEY SR. (Beverly Stephan’s father) 
Born: August 14, 1933 
Died: December 9, 2009 
Date of Service: December 12, 2009 
Service: White-Mullen Mortuary in Ferguson MO 
Interment: Mt. Hope Cemetery in St. Louis County MO 
 
JACK LOTZ 
Born: October 14, 1927 
Died: December 18, 2009 
Interment: Cremation 
 
ALVERA M. STEINMANN 
Born: March 24, 1922 
Died: January 3, 2010 
Date of Service: January 8, 2010 
Service: Immanuel United Church of Christ in Ferguson MO 
Interment: Lake Charles Cemetery in St. Louis MO 

 



 

ROSEBUD ON THE ALTAR 
 
GARRETT CALEB FLETCHER 
Born: December 29, 2009 
Parents: Jeffrey Fletcher & Erin Schuman 
Grandparents: Jay & Maribeth Fletcher 
 Frank & Elyse Schuman 
Great Grandparents: Don Johnson 
 Glenn & Sue Schuman 
 Jay & Judy Hooker 

 
 
 

BAPTISMS 

 
ENRIQUE PAUL JESUS TREJO 
Date: December 27, 2009 
Born: August 7, 2009 
Parents: Carlos Trejo 
 Julie Lynn (Joachims) Trejo 
Grandparents: Paul & Joyce Holland 
 Cristina Trejo & the late Jesus Trejo 
Godparent: Bianca Trejo 
 

  
   
   
 
 
 
 
 


