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A WORD FROM THE PASTOR continued...

We are getting ready to celebrate one of the most precious of
Christian holidays, that of Christmas. Christmas is realizing that
God entered into the world, the time was right for Christ to be born.
Exactly why it happened when it did we do not know! But in God’s
mind it was the right time!

We therefore thank God that we are witnesses to the event which
occurred in Bethlehem so many years ago and we live ‘in the
fullness of time’ the great revelation of God’s redeeming love shown
in Jesus Christ.

One of the hardest things for us to grasp is the difference between
God's time schedule and ours. Often we think events should
happen sooner or that God should act differently. It becomes a
matter of faith, we need to accept God’s decisions and realize we
are not in charge, God is.

Therefore, | love this passage from Galatians ..."in the fullness of
time.” It is humbling to know that our times are in God’s Hands and
no one else! Thanks be to God!

In Christian Love,
Pastor Tom

TWO OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please remember to return your stewardship materials, “Enlisting in
Ministry” forms and giving cards! Thank you.

Secondly, | do not plan on retiring as some people have asked or
suggested. | feel that the time is not right and that God has plans for
me at Immanuel to work together with you for His glory.

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
JANUARY 8, 2011

There will be a special congregational meeting held around 11:15
a.m. on Sunday, January 8", for the purpose of considering the
Proposed 2012 Budget. The meeting will be held immediately after
the 10:00 a.m. worship service is over.



FROM THE ACTING ASSOCIATE PASTOR

As the weather cools and the days become shorter, my excitement for
puzzles, hot tea and Christmas music rises considerably. If you've been in
my office lately, you'll have noticed the puzzle on my table, traces of my
tea consumption, and you might have caught me with some music on as
well. These aren't just things | do to keep me busy in the cold months. Not
only are they fun, but, more importantly, they are things | do to help center
myself.

We aren't in a tradition that emphasizes the observation of Sabbath, but
this is a spiritual practice that truly is a gift. Some traditions have put aside
a specific day each week to honor and observe rest. If you are able, |
would encourage you to pick a day each week to rest from your weekly
work and do the things that you enjoy. Now, I'm aware that with all the
things we have going on in our lives, taking a full day isn’'t necessarily a
possibility right away. In my own experience, I've found that if | make time,
even just 5 or 10 minutes here and there to intentionally do the things |
love, it helps me better engage the work | have to do. It clears my mind
and allows me to be present and productive. Thich Nhat Hanh writes
about seeds, which can be an experience of Sabbath:

There are many kinds of seeds in us, both good and bad. Some were
planted during our lifetime, and some were transmitted by our parents,
our ancestors, and our society. Our ancestors and our parents have
given us seeds of joy, peace, and happiness, as well as seeds of sorrow,
anger, and so on.

Every time we practice mindful living, we plant healthy seeds and
strengthen the healthy seeds already in us. Healthy seeds function
similarly to antibodies. When a virus enters our bloodstream, our body
reacts and antibodies come and surround it, take care of it, and transform
it. This is true with our psychological seeds as well. If we plant
wholesome, healing, refreshing seeds, they will take care of the negative
seeds, even without our asking them. To succeed, we must cultivate a
good reserve of refreshing seeds.

God gave us the gift of Sabbath. This month, why don't we try to receive
that gift and begin finding ways to incorporate it into our weekly lives?
Whether it's a full day or pieces of days throughout the whole week, let's
see how observing Sabbath not only deepens our spiritual selves, but also
reenergizes us for the different things to which we are called.

Warm and wild blessings!
Pastor Phiwa



A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Wow, | can't believe it is already December and we are right in the
middle of Advent once again. | am thankful for a husband and son
who enjoy decorating the house for the holidays because | greatly
enjoy the finished product and hate when it has to be taken down in
January. | am also thankful for all of our wonderful Sunday School
teachers, music leaders, program directors, youth leaders and all
the other volunteers who work so hard to make our time of Advent
here at Immanuel special. While it is a lot of work, | am a little sad
in January when all the excitement is over, the trimmings are put
away and the activities are wrapped up for another year.

Again this year we have so many wonderful opportunities for you
and your family to enjoy this Advent season. Hopefully, everyone
took advantage of the Advent Festival and enjoyed a delicious home
cooked meal, a message from our puppet ministry, and then an
afternoon of crafts and fun. This is always one of my favorite events
every year. Thanks to each person who volunteered to make this a
great event.

We have our annual Christmas Caroling to the Home Bound
Members on Sunday, December 4™ beginning with a meal at 11:15
a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Anyone going caroling will then gather
into groups and head out on their routes as soon as they are
finished with their meals Last year we were very short on our
singers and we are hoping this year more of us will join in this
meaningful tradition to bring a little Christmas spirit to our home
bound church family members. Please sign up on the bulletin insert
or simply let Linda Stoecklin or me know if you are interested in
caroling. Don’t worry if you are a single or a big group, younger or
older, sing like an angel or should only sing in the shower, we need
you!

The Children’s Christmas Program will be on Sunday, December
11" during the 10:00 a.m. worship service. Our children and their
directors have been working hard in order to bring you a meaningful
and Spirit-filled message. Please mark your calendars to come and
experience the message of God’s love shared by our children.



DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUACATION
continued...

As is our tradition at Immanuel, there will be a live nativity acted out
by our children and youth on Christmas Eve at the 8 p.m. and 11
p.m. services. Please join us as we celebrate Christ’s birth in
candlelight with the nativity front and center.

Finally, all college-age students and young adults are invited to
enjoy a relaxing reunion during the annual College Student Dinner
hosted by Pastor Tom and I. It is scheduled for Tuesday, December
27M at 6:00 p.m. at my home. Please see the invitation for details or
call the church office if we have missed you in the invitation list. We
want to have the opportunity to touch base and hear how your lives
are going while you are at school.

Merry Christmas everyone!
Karin Oelzen

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINUTES

November 1, 2011

e The average attendance for October was 39.8. Perfect
attendance was 13.

¢ The Advent Festival is November 27. We are asking each
family to please bring two dozen cookies for shut-ins.
Reservations are needed for the meal.

e The Wurstmarkt is Saturday, November 6. The youth will
help with this event.

e A great night was had by all who attended the Thies Farm
night on October 22.

e Share a Toy Sunday was November 6. Donations of toys will
be collected in the Chapel of the Educational Building
through December.

e The youth will be selling Poinsettias for $8.00. Orders are
taken until December 4.



YOUTH CALENDAR

Confirmation Level 1:
Christmas Break continues. Please participate in the many Advent
activities available to you and your families. Sunday School and
your Acolyte duties continue each Sunday.

Confirmgiion
Class ‘&«

NATIVITY SCHEDULE

(ALL students 3" Grade and older):

Come and be a part of a Christmas Eve tradition here at Immanuel
by participating in the living nativity! There are both speaking and
non-speaking roles, and there are plenty of roles for EVERYONE!
We do the nativity at both the 8 p.m. service ant the 11 p.m. service.
So we need lots of children and youth to make this a success.
Please plan on attending the following rehearsals, especially if you
would like a speaking part:

Sunday, December 18" Rehearsal 11:15 a.m. Sanctuary
Gather to choose parts and run through the script. Remember there
are many speaking and non-speaking parts available for both the
8:00 & 11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve worship services.

Thursday, December 22" Rehearsal 6:30 p.m. Sanctuary
Final run through of the nativity scene.
Please do your best to be there for this rehearsal.
Saturday, December 24™ Nativity 8 p.m.& 11 p.m. Sanctuary
We will gather to put on costumes and be ready to act out our
traditional nativity scene during worship. Anyone participating in
both services is welcome to stay through with snacks and hot
chocolate between services.
Please feel free to contact either Karin Oelzen in the church office at
314-521-7324, or DirectJuIi Duncan, with any questions.
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YOUTH CALENDAR continued...

Junior High Youth Group (Grades 6-8)

Sunday, December 4™ Caroling Luncheon 9:00 a.m. FH Kitchen
We will gather to prepare and serve the luncheon for all those going
caroling. You are encouraged to participate in caroling to our
homebound members with your family or with friends. If you and/or
your family go caroling the clean-up is me!

YOUTH FUN

Senior High Youth Group (Grades 9-12):

Sunday, December 18" Lunch & Movie 12:45 p.m. The Mills Mall
Immediately following the nativity rehearsal after church we will
carpool to the Mills for lunch and a movie. This will be a time for
fellowship and relaxing during the busy Christmas season. Please
see the permission slip for event details. Parents may choose to
pick their child up from the Mills theater or Immanuel
following the movie.

Thursday, December 22" Poinsettia Delivery & Set-up
4:30 p.m.  Sanctuary
Meet to help receive the load of poinsettias and arrange them in the
sanctuary for Christmas Eve worship. Immediately following we will
have a pizza dinner and then attend the nativity rehearsal.

Immanuel UCC

Yo uth
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A NOTE FROM OUR PARISH NURSE
Are Your Lungs Trying To Tell You Something?

Do you often stop and rest because you're short of breath, wheezing, or
coughing? Do you have trouble with simple daily tasks like climbing stairs,
carrying groceries, or doing laundry? If this sounds like you, your lungs
could be trying to tell you something. You could be experiencing symptoms
of COPD (chronic obstructive pulmonary disease),
a serious lung disease that over time makes it
hard to breathe.

Signs and symptoms of COPD includes frequent
shortness of breath, chronic cough, wheezing,
chest tightness, and excessive phlegm (mucus)
production. These are often ignored and A2 ovember
dismissed as normal signs of aging or of being out e s o T 0 R Soethi?
of shape. (g =
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In recognition of National COPD Awareness Month:
e If you have signs and symptoms of COPD, talk to your doctor to
see whether you should be tested for this serious lung disease.
e If you're a health professional, consider the diagnosis of COPD in
adults who have these signs and symptoms.

Did you know?

e COPD is now the third leading cause of death in the United States.
It claims more lives annually than breast cancer and diabetes
combined.

e An estimated 24 million people in the United States have COPD,
but half remain undiagnosed.

e COPD is not an “old person's disease.” Half of all COPD patients
are under age 65.

e Smoking is not the only cause of COPD. Long-term exposure to
other lung irritants, such as air pollution, chemical fumes, or dust,
also may contribute to COPD. Between 10 and 20 percent of
people with COPD have never smoked.

e COPD kills more than 120,000 Americans each year. That's one
death every 4 minutes.

With approximately 1 in 5 Americans over the age of 45 suffering from
COPD, it's very likely that you know someone who has COPD but who may
not know it!

Peace and Love,
Linda


http://mail.nhlbi-nih.info/t/556909/678571/5056/1111/�
http://mail.nhlbi-nih.info/t/556909/678571/5056/1111/

MUSIC MINISTRY NEWS

The Cantata will be presented at both worship services on Sunday,
December 18. The format for the cantata this year is “Lessons and
Carol”. We hope to see you that day as we bring the Advent and
Christmas season to life through scripture and music.

The children’s Christmas program will take place on Sunday,
December 11 at the 10 a.m. worship hour. This is one very special
way our children are involved in the ministry of the church. The
program this year is “Carriers of the Light”. This musical, with
inspired passages from Isaiah, Mathew and Luke is focused on
Jesus as the Light of Salvation. It celebrates the passing of God’s
Light, from Mary to Joseph to the animals in the manger, from the
shepherds in the countryside to the wise men in the east. The
children will then “pass the light of God'’s salvation” to everyone and
present you with a memento of their commitment to be a “Carrier of
the Light".

Please don't forget about caroling to our church shut-ins on Sunday,
December 4. A lunch is provided followed by the caroling. You can
tell by the smiles you receive at each home, how much they enjoy
the singing (yes, even if it's off-key) and you will receive in return a
true feeling of gratitude for being able to minister to them in this
small way. It is definitely an experience you and your family will not
soon forget. SO SIGN UP TO CAROL! WE NEED YOUR VOICES!

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,
Glory to the newborn King!”
- Charles Wesley

Carolyn Rock, Minister of Music



DECEMBER REHEARSAL SCHEDULE

RECEPTION ROOM (Sanctuary Building):

Sanctuary Choir — Thursdays, 7 - 8 p.m.
Cantata Rehearsal — Thursdays, 8 — 9 p.m.

Cantata Dress Rehearsal — Saturday, December 17
10 a.m. — 12 Noon (Sanctuary)

No Rehearsals on December 29

MUSIC ROOM (Educational Building):

Sunday School Singers — Sunday December 4 only
at 9:30 a.m. (Kindergarten — 6" grade)

Cherub Choir — Sunday during Church School
(December 4 only)

SANCTUARY:

Children’s Christmas Program Rehearsal,
Sunday, December 4, 11:30 — 12:30

Children’s Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal,
Saturday, December 10, 10 a.m. — 12 Noon

Children’s Christmas Program,
Sunday, December 11 at 10 a.m. service

] il <R AN
hristmas [ﬁ//[ﬂ/%‘
Cantata TSt
Rehearsal Christmas

Program



LECTIONARY

December 4, 2011

Second Sunday Of Advent
Color: Violet or Blue

First Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-11
Second Lesson: 2 Peter 3:8-15a
Gospel Lesson: Mark 1:1-8

December 11, 2011

Third Sunday Of Advent

Color: Violet, Blue, or Rose

First Lesson: Isaiah 61:1-7, 8-11

Second Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Gospel Lesson: John 1:6-8, 19-28

December 18, 2011

Fourth Sunday Of Advent

Color: Violet or Blue

First Lesson: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Second Lesson: Romans 16:25-27
Gospel Lesson: Luke 1:26-38

December 25, 2011

Christmas Day

Color: White

First Lesson: Isaiah 62:6-12
Second Lesson: Titus 3:4-7
Gospel Lesson: Luke 2: (1-7) 8-20

LAY READERS

December 4, 2011
8:30 am Barb Bloomfield
10:00 am Barb Krewson

December 11, 2011
8:30 am Russell Viehmann
10:00 am Children’s
Christmas Program

December 18, 2011
8:30 am Sanctuary Choir
10:00 am Sanctuary Choir

December 25, 2011
10:00 am Joan Newman

ACOLYTES

December 4, 2011
Leila Payer

December 11, 2011
Will Vandever

December 18, 2011
Tim Joachims

December 25, 2011
Anna Buschmeyer




GREETERS

Sunday, December 4, 2011
8:30 a.m. Ron & Merry Geisler
10:00 a.m. Brad & Tina Daniels

Sunday, December 11, 2011
8:30 a.m. Charlene Trachte & Bonnie White
10:00 a.m. Walter & Phyllis Martinez

Sunday, December 18, 2011
8:30 a.m. Roland Kurtz & Mike Benz
10:00 a.m. Linda Ferber & LaVerne Jason

Saturday, December 24, 2011 Christmas Eve
1:30 p.m. Vernice Brauch & Family
8:00 p.m. Paul & Joyce Holland

11:00 p.m. Steve & Jan Fettig

Sunday, December 25, 2011 Christmas Day
10:00 a.m. Jeanette Monnig & Audrey Turner

FRONT DOOR EVANGELISM GREETERS

DECEMBER, 2011
8:30 a.m. Krescene Schneider-Beck
10:00 a.m. Tim Payer




DECEMBER WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP MEETING
The December meeting will be Thursday, December 1. We will
begin with Bible Study in the Chapel 10:00 -11:30, Devotional and
Lunch in Fellowship Hall at 11:45. Hostess Carol Smith will serve a
Spaghetti and salad lunch with Friedens Chapel recipes. Call Carol
for reservations, information, or a baby sitter. The Party begins with
a visit from Santa, then songs by Carolyn Lipski and Jan Fettig; and
a Christmas Reading by Gain Viehmann. Everyone is invited. It will
be fun for all!

WOMEN'’S FELLOWSHIP WINTER MEETINGS
Because winter weather can be uncertain, we have two informal
meetings (January and February) that can be cancelled at a
moment’s notice without too much inconvenience.

For these two meetings, PLEASE BRING A BROWN BAG LUNCH.
DESSERT AND DRINKS will be provided by the Executive
Committee.

On January 5, 2012, we will be playing some exciting “new” games
and competing for extraordinary “prizes”. YOU WON'T WANT TO
MISS THIS EVENT! Please let Betty Marino or Nancy Remmert
know if you plan to attend so we will have enough of everything!

In February, we will once again participate in our Valentine Project.
Don't know what that is? Come to the February 2, 2012 meeting
and find out!

If you have not visited a WOMEN'’S FELLOWSHIP MEETING, these
are ideal times to become acquainted with the ladies in a relaxed
and enjoyable atmosphere. AS USUAL, we will begin with Bible
Study at 10:00 a.m., followed by Devotions and Lunch at 11:45
a.m., followed by the happening of the day. SEE YOU THERE!



ADVENTURE SEEKERS
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

Come and join the Adventure Seekers and celebrate the Advent
season on Thursday, Decemberl5 beginning at 11:30 am. We will
enjoy a potluck lunch at David Hoffman’s home. Meat and drinks
will be provided. We will have a small “rob your neighbor” gift
exchange ($5.00 or less). So fix your favorite dish and plan on
joining us. Please let us know if you are planning on coming so we
have enough meat and drinks for everyone. Call 521-7324 to make
reservations.

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
NEED TO COME DOWN!

Sunday, January 8", immediately after the 2" service, we need a lot
of help in taking down our Christmas decorations. There will be
plenty of work inside and out! ANY AND ALL HELP WILL BE
APPRECIATED! (Bring clothes to change into for working inside or
outside.) Please call Jerry Weismiller & Carrie Chamberlain-
Weismiller or the Church Office (314) 521-7324 if you can help or
for more information!

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE

Sponsored by Bon Appetit
The Bon Appetit At-Home Groups will be hosting a Christmas Open
House party with more than enough appetizers, desserts, and
beverages to fill the hungriest appetite! It will be held at Paula &
George Hildebrand’s home on Friday, December 9" beginning at
7:00 p.m. Their home is located in St. Charles right at the Page
Extension; only 20 minutes from church. Everyone is welcome!
Please RSVP by Monday, December 5" to Paula or George.
Please plan on bringing an appetizer or dessert for 12.
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PLEASE ORDER A POINSETTIA

The Immanuel Youth Groups are once again offering poinsettia
plants for sale for $8.00 each. It has been a tradition to have the
plants delivered to Immanuel and have the youth decorate the
Sanctuary with them. Plants are available in red or white and the
pots are wrapped in foil. They are a nice addition to our Sanctuary
for our Christmas Services. You may take your plants home after
the 11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service on Saturday, December 24"
or donate your plant to a homebound member. The deadline to
order a plant is Sunday, December 4". Please complete the order
form in the back of this newsletter and return it to the Church Office
or give it to an Immanuel Youth Group member. Make checks
payable to: IMMANUEL YOUTH FELLOWSHIP. Thank you for
your continued support of our youth programs!

LET'S GO CAROLING!

Date: Sunday, December 4, 2011
Time: 11:30 a.m.
Where: Fellowship Hall in the Christian Educational Building

Lunch will be provided at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall of the
Christian Education Building. We will begin caroling to our
Homebound members around 12:30 p.m. We need families,
children, teens and individuals to participate! Itis a GREAT way to
get in the Christmas Sprit! Please fill out the form in the back of the
newsletter by Monday, November 28", so we can plan lunch for
everyone attending! This is an ALL-CHURCH event and very
rewarding! Come join us!

END-OF-YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS

Reminder: According to the IRS, you may not bring in a check to
the church office on the first Sunday in January 2012 (or later!) and
expect it to be counted as a gift in 2011. Even if the check is dated
2011, it cannot be accepted. The general rule is that it must either
be in the church office by December 31, 2011, or it must be
postmarked December 31% or before. It is our understanding that
there is no “grace period” on this with the IRS! We appreciate your
promptness!



BETHEL TEACHERS TRAINING CONCLUDING
CONGREGATIONAL CLASSES TO BEGIN

Those people involved in the Bethel Teachers Training Classes are looking
forward to beginning the preparation for the Congregational Classes.
Teacher selection, class locations, and signing up class participants will be
the next steps as we move into the congregational phase of the Bethel
Bible Series.

The plans are to have at least six classes of 10 to 15 people. Some
classes will be held at Immanuel, some will be held in the homes of
members willing to host a class.

These in-home satellite classes will be held in some of the outlying
neighborhoods for the convenience of members who live in West County
and St. Charles County. The host family will provide the location, a Bethel
Teacher will be assigned to each class, and class days and times will be
mutually agreed upon by class members. The day and time for classes
held at Immanuel will also be scheduled to fit in with other church activities.
In this way, we hope to offer a variety of days, times, and places in order to
include the greatest number of people in the exciting journey of the Bethel
Bible Series.

The series is an overview of the Bible, Old and New Testaments. Each
Testament is divided into three sessions, each lasting seven weeks. There
will be a break between sessions. Commitment to attending all seven
classes of each session is strongly recommended.

The tentative schedule is:

OLD TESTAMENT:
First Session: first week in January (2-7), 2012 through the third week in
February (13-18), 2012
Break through Easter

Second Session: second week of April (9-14), 2012 through the third
week of May (21-26), 2012
Break through Labor Day

Third Session: first week of September (4-8), 2012 through the third
week of October (15-20), 2012
Break through New Year’s Day

The fee for the class session is $15.00. Fees will be payable at registration
for the first session. At the end of the first session, registrations and fees
will be payable for the second session. Please give prayerful consideration
to enrolling in this special Bethel Bible Series experience!



Dear Immanuel,

Thank you so much for the cookies and treats! They made studying
actually enjoyable! | really appreciate it! They were so yummy!
Thanks again,

Michelle Berryman

Church Family,

Greetings from Columbia ! First off, | wanted to send my thanks in regards
to the cookies | received in the mail recently! My roommates and | enjoyed
them. | also wanted to thank you for granting me the Glenn Fox
Scholarship, it is very much appreciated and needed. As for school, the
semester is going well! I've been staying busy with my studies in Genetics,
Chemistry, and Exercise & Fitness. I'm also taking a Service-Learning
course where | volunteer at MedZou, a free health clinic for the poor and
uninsured of Columbia . As | continue through my schooling, | am realizing
that the greatest lesson Immanuel ever taught me was to serve others.
Simply stated: If you can, help others; if you cannot, at least do not harm
them.

Thanks again,

Ben Daniels

Dear Church Family

| want to thank you for the package of cookies, candies, and most of all the
kind thoughts. School is going well and I'm encouraged by family and
friends to work as hard as | possibly can. | am strong in my faith and
depend on it during rough times.

Thank you again!

Adam McClenning

Dear Church Family,

What a GREAT sale we had for Junque & Jewel during the Wurstmarkt.
We raised $428 which will go toward Camp MoVal Operating Expenses .
Thank ALL of you for making it possible. The leftovers went to another
church to help them.

Junque & Jewel Committee

THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH!

| want to express my very heartfelt gratitude to everyone who remembered
me in their prayers, sent cards, and visited me and for other acts of
concern while | was hospitalized nine days in September and one day in
October. As most of you know | had bilateral pneumonia and then was
diagnosed with the left descending artery blocked 99%. A stint was placed
at the point of blockage. | thank all the staff and others who helped out in
many ways during that period of time.

Pastor Tom



WEDDINGS

Date: October 29, 2011 at Residence
Groom: Nicholas Scott Willard of St. Louis MO
Bride: Jill Frances Cooling of St. Louis MO
Attendants: Ann Picaud

Patrice Picaud

ROSEBUD ON THE ALTAR

SKYLAR FAITH HAHN

Born: November 2, 2011
Parents: Shelly Weaver & Kurt Hahn
Grandparents: Mark & Brenda Hahn

Jeffrey & Robin Weaver
Great Grandparents: Norman & Patricia Davis

Mr. & Mrs. Weaver

Mr. & Mrs. Thompson

FUNERALS

JEANETTE WOOTTEN

Born: September 27, 1911

Died: October 31, 2011

Date of Service: November 7, 2011

Service: Immanuel UCC in Ferguson MO

Interment: Mount Hope in St. Louis MO
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